(b.) Amblyopia is, on the contrary, a lasting, and, besides, a more frequent symptom of cerebro-spinal sclerosis in patches. I believe I can affirm that very rarely (in opposition to what is observed in posterior sclerosis) it ends in complete blindness. That is a peculiarity worthy of remark, especially if we consider that, after death, sclerous patches, occupying the whole thickness of the nervous cord, have been found upon the optic nerves in cases where, during life, there had been observed a simple weakening of the sight. This apparent discrepancy between the symptom and the lesion constitutes one of the most powerful arguments that one can appeal to, in order to show that the functional continuity of nerve-tubes is not absolutely interrupted, even though the latter, in their passage through the sclerous patches, are deprived of their slieath of myeline and reduced to axiscylinders.
Ophthalmoscopic examination, generally rendered very difficult in consequence of the existence of nystagmus, compels us to recognise in such a case sometimes an almost complete integrity of the papilla of the optic nerve, even at the very time that the amblyopia is still most marked, sometimes a partial lesion, and, in fine, sometimes, in rare cases, where blindness is complete, a total atrophy (a pearly white coloration, extreme tenuity of the vessels,. etc.), with or without a sinking of the papilla. They will be therefore studied apart, in a general manner, and in their relation to the various affections of the spinal cord in which they may manifest themselves.
